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LETTER FROM OUR CHAIR
For seven years, I’ve witnessed the chal-
lenges children face, from war and conflict 
to the right to attend school. Yet through 
Right To Play’s play-based approach, these 
children are fuelled with hope. From the 
refugee camps in Ethiopia and Lebanon to 
the slums of Pakistan and the gold mines 
in Mali, the girls and boys in our programs 
are rising above their challenges. 

Children gain a lifelong love of learn-
ing, building life skills like confidence and 
courage. In a safe environment children 
can  speak candidly, heal and overcome 
conflict and emotional pain. Children learn 
and know their rights so that they can pro-
tect themselves.

All of this is possible because of you, our 
generous donors and the dedicated team 
at Right To Play. You make change happen. 
On behalf of the International Board of Di-
rectors, please accept our deepest thanks. 
Working together is truly inspiring. Thank 
you for believing that every child has the 
right to rise.

Sincerely,

Rob MacLellan
Chair, International Board of Directors

 In Jordan, at the Al Baqa’a 
Refugee camp, 14-year-old 
Baraa learns about gender 

equality through creative 
arts and photography.

Photo by 
Paul Bettings



MESSAGE
The Right To Play 2018 Annual Re-
port outlines important facts about 
our global partners, finances and our 
focus on education, gender equality, 
health, child protection and peace. It 
also shines light on the 2.3 million girls 
and boys in our programs who through 
our play-based learning, are rising 
above disease, poverty and more. 

For these children, the fight to sur-
vive and succeed is real and their 
struggle unfathomable. But through 
play they’ve learned to advocate for 
their rights and to build dreams. 

In Jordan, 90 per cent of our teachers use our play-based ap-
proach to learning to create an inclusive, equal and active space 
for children to flourish versus 57 per cent of non-Right To Play-
trained educators. Yet barriers remain high, especially for the 1.15 
million girls in our programs, like 11-year-old Hamisa in Tanzania. 

Like so many where we facilitate our programming, Hamisa’s par-
ents prioritized work over education, so Hamisa laboured with her 
mother at the market. Through persistent door-to-door campaign-
ing however, Right To Play leaders persuaded her parents to en-
roll their daughter in school. Now, with Grades 1 and 2 complet-
ed, a hope-filled Hamisa is free from labour and eager to become a 
teacher when she grows up. 

Being treated with dignity and respect, having equal opportunity to 
participate inside and outside the classroom, to be accepted and 
safe and to consciously direct the course of their own futures is 
empowering these children. It’s reducing conflict, violence and dis-
crimination and building smart, resilient and curious leaders. This is 
the power of play. 

Thank you for supporting our work.

Sincerely,

Johann Olav Koss, 
Founder

Since joining Right To Play three years ago, I’ve 
visited our programs in the 15 countries where 
we operate. They are some of the most difficult 
places in the world to be a child – especially to 
be a girl. Places like rural Lebanon where refu-
gee children live in makeshift tents in famers’ 
fields or in Tanzania where girls are often mar-
ried as child brides or in Mali where young girls 
and boys work in dangerous gold mines instead 
of attending school. 

Right To Play is protecting, educating and em-
powering these children to rise above these 
massive challenges. By harnessing the power 
of play, we’re helping the 2.3 million children in 
our programs heal from the effects of war and 
abuse, protect themselves from unwanted sex, 
marriage and disease and to stay in school and 
graduate. And our measurement and evaluation 
proves that it’s working. 

In the lead-up to the G7 Summit in June, we were 
part of a small NGO coalition lobbying to prioritize 
the education of girls living in crisis contexts. Our 
perseverance and determination paid off. As a 
result of our advocacy, the G7 countries and the 
World Bank pledged $3.8 billion dollars in new 
funding at the Summit to ensure that girls living 
in some of the world’s worst crises will receive a 
quality education. 

None of this, however, would 
have been possible without 
you, our donors and partners. 
Thank you for your ongoing 
support and belief in the pow-
er of play for the possibility of 
all children. 

Sincerely,

Kevin Frey
CEO, Right To Play
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 An assortment of toys made from local resources 
by Primary School children in Rwanda. This school 
project teaches them confidence, self-expression 
and innovation.

Photo by Fred Hirwa
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THROUGH PLAY 
CHILDREN R ISE 
BY PROFESSOR STEPHEN L. ESQUITH, THE RESIDENTIAL COLLEGE 
IN THE ARTS AND HUMANITIES, MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY.

As a peace builder, I have operated in Mali at a 
national level with the Commission for Truth, 
Justice and Reconciliation and at the regional 
level with the European Union’s École de Main-
tien de la Paix. I have worked with Malian NGOs 
and community schools, engaging teachers, 
students and communities in the difficult con-
versations that must be part of positive peace, 
not just a temporary cessa-
tion of hostilities.

In this context, I have been 
fortunate to collaborate with 
Right To Play. Their play-
based approach to quality 
education, child protection 
and peaceful communities 
constructively impacts children and I’m im-
pressed with their clarity of vision for a country 
weathering the effects of 2012’s violent coup 
d’état and its growing inter-ethnic conflict. 

Here, women and children, particularly young 
girls, suffer the most. Mali is one of the poor-
est countries in the world and 52 per cent of 
girls are married before they are 18, so their 
families can earn a high bride price. Educa-
tional opportunities for girls are limited and 
trained teachers are scarce. Health care is 
lacking and peace-building that combines, 
peace education, local dialogues and institu-
tional reforms is intermittent. 

Right To Play, addresses this by designing 

tools such as, multi-lingual picture books and a 
political simulation called “The Mali Peace Game,” 
which have been introduced in classrooms and 
in Child Protection Clubs. In collaboration with 
Scientific Animations Without Borders we have 
created a video for of one of these books, Faire 
la Paid/Ben Sigili in French and Bamanakan, so 
it can be shared on cellphones without direct 

internet access. These tools 
empower girls and boys to 
lead local forums to discuss 
issues such as gender equal-
ity, child rights, displacement, 
education and reconciliation 
with government officials 
and village elders.

For Right To Play, games like “The Mali Peace 
Game” are not a distraction from their chal-
lenges. They prepare them to speak and listen 
responsibly about issues of national and re-
gional concern. The groundwork Right To Play 
has laid in Mali is remarkable and I’m confi-
dent we will see measurable impact soon. 

6 -I N S I G H T S

 In Mali, a group of girls play peace-building games at a Right To 
Play Child Protection Club. Learning about their rights builds their 

confidence and courage, empowering them to talk to their parents 
about issues like child marriage and child labour. 

Photo courtesy of Right To Play Mali



WHERE WE WORK
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WE HAVE PROGRAMS IN 15 COUNTRIES IN AFRICA, ASIA, THE 
MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AMERICA WITH SEVEN NATIONAL 

OFFICES ACROSS EUROPE AND NORTH AMERICA.

LEGEND
 NATIONAL OFFICE

 COUNTRY OFFICE

  18,063
WE REACHED
2.3 MILLION CHILDREN 
AROUND THE WORLD IN 2018 WHERE 

OUR PROGRAMS GIVE 
GIRLS AND BOYS 

A SAFE PLACE TO 
PLAY AND 

LEARN



WHERE THE MONEY GOES
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The continued support of our donors allows us to run play-based Quality Education, Gender 
Equality, Child Protection, Health and Peaceful Communities programs. 

WHERE THE MONEY COMES FROM WHERE THE MONEY GOES
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At the Mafuiane Primary School 
in Mozambique, children play a 
counting game that enhances 
focus and memory, as well as 

mathematics skills.

Photo by Guido Dingemans



QUALITY EDUCATION
Education is a right for every child, but persistent inequality denies many and 
there are more than 260 million children out of school worldwide. Millions more 
are not learning because of a lack of trained teachers in their communities. Girls 
in particular face multiple barriers that prevent them from receiving the same 
quality of education that boys do. 

In 2018, we launched the Gender-Responsive Education and Transformation program, 
funded by the Government of Canada through Global Affairs Canada, to transform 
and strengthen primary education in Ghana, Mozambique and Rwanda by improv-
ing children’s access to quality education, especially for girls. Over 220,000 children 
across all three countries are now actively engaged and participating in classes where 
Right To Play-trained teachers use play-based learning to engage students in math, 
languages and sciences. 

Our work focuses on both individual and systemic change. We innovate new meth-
ods that transform learning to unlock the potential of children and then work with 
local educational authorities and national governments, to train teachers and 
coaches on how to use them to ignite a lifelong love of learning. The result? Chil-
dren stay in school, graduate and become empowered to pursue opportunities 
they once could only dream of. 

OUR FOCUS

12 -O U R  F O C U S

IN THAILAND, CH I LDREN  IN SCHOOLS WITH RIGHT TO 
PLAY PROGRAMS ARE 3X MORE LIKELY  TO ACTIVELY 
PART I C I PATE  I N  LESSONS THAN OTHER CHILDREN

In Thailand in the Mae La 
Refugee Camp, these school 
children play games in class 

to learn communication, 
acceptance and teamwork.

Photo courtesy of Right To 
Play Thailand
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G ENDER  EQUAL I TY

OUR FOCUS

Every seven seconds, a girl under 15 is forced into 
a marriage that will extinguish her power and limit 
her future. Long-standing traditions often steer girls 
into harmful practices, while school systems short 
on resources cut expenses that are critical to them 
staying in school and graduating. 

We believe girls are important advocates for change and 
deserve a fair future that respects their dignity, rights and 
capacity to contribute. In Pakistan, our Preventing Vio-
lence Against Women and Girls program supported 8,000 
girls and boys confronting gender-based violence. They 
learned how to challenge gender inequality, changing the 
way women and girls are treated across the country. 

In Mozambique, our Gender-Responsive Education and 
Transformation program, funded by the Government of 
Canada through Global Affairs Canada, works with over 
23,000 girls to elevate their voices, helping them learn 
and lead through education, resist child marriage, say 
no to unwanted sex and to take care of their bodies as 
they grow.  

Our work transforms communities. It teaches boys that 
girls are their equals and builds positive ideas about 
masculinity. It shows parents the damages early mar-
riage and discrimination have on their daughters. And 
it challenges community leaders to stand up for girls, 
so that they are protected, educated and empowered. 

In Pakistan, a classroom of girls learn 
literacy by singing songs. Excelling in 

school builds their courage and confidence, 
showing them they have the same 

capabilities as boys.

Photo courtesy of Right To Play Pakistan

IN PAKISTAN, PEER VIOLENCE AGAINST 
GIRLS DECREASED BY 59% IN 20 
SCHOOLS WITH RIGHT TO PLAY PROGRAMS
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H EALTH

OUR FOCUS

Malaria and sanitation-based diseases are 100 per cent preventable. Yet, over 219 
million people are infected with malaria every year and children are the most vul-
nerable, forming over half of the disease’s deaths. Two and a half billion people lack 
access to proper sanitation and are at risk of cholera, dysentery, diarrhea, typhoid 
and even polio. And for girls, a lack of proper hygienic facilities forces many to drop 
out of school once they begin menstruating. 

We’re changing that. In 2018, almost 110,000 children in Ghana learned how to protect 
their bodies using sanitation techniques and equipment. Both girls and boys were ed-
ucated about menstrual hygiene, collaborating with teachers and coaches to deter-
mine how to make their schools more accommodating to menstruating girls.

We teach children these life-saving lessons so that they can take this knowledge 
back to their families and communities. They’re building their resilience to illness 
by inspiring new behaviours and changing social norms around sexual and repro-
ductive health issues. The result is fewer school days lost to sickness, fewer girls 
dropping out of school and most importantly, fewer needless deaths of children to 
preventable illnesses.

In Rwanda, 19,000+ children, 
like Olive, are in Right To 

Play’s hand washing pro-
grams and are preventing 
communicable diseases.

Photo by Terence Babb

9 2 %  OF CHILDREN 
IN RIGHT TO PLAY PROGRAMS  

I N  RWANDA KNOW 
HOW TO PREVENT DISEASES 
LIKE DYSENTERY THROUGH 
HAND WASHING VS 76% 

OF OTHER CH I LDREN
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CH ILD 
PROTECTION

OUR FOCUS In Mali, 500,000 girls and boys are not in 
school with many working in the gold mines. 
Our programs encourage children, teachers, 
parents and their communities to say yes to 
school and no to child labour.

Photo by Sasha Lezhnev

IN 2018 IN MALI, AS A RESULT 
OF RIGHT TO PLAY PROGRAMS, 

1767 CHILDREN 
LEFT WORK IN THE GOLD MINES 

AND RETURNED TO SCHOOL

73 million children are trapped in the worst forms 
of child labour. They have been pulled out of 
school to perform dangerous work in factories, 
farms and mines. Even if they are not carrying 
bricks, digging gold and managing crops, vio-
lence can be common—three out of four children 
experience corporal punishment from their par-
ents, teachers or employers. We believe every 
child deserves to be safe and in school.

Our work in child protection focuses on chang-
ing the beliefs and behaviours of communities 
about how children are treated and helps girls 
and boys heal from abuse, trauma, inequality 
and displacement.
 
In 2018, our Jam Suka project , funded by the Gov-
ernment of Canada through Global Affairs Canada, 
worked with over 76,000 children in Mali to help 
them learn about their rights and to be respected. 
We advocate with community leaders to end child 
labour in Mali’s independent gold mines, while orga-
nizing children into child rights clubs to bring girls 
and boys together to protect their dignity. Here, the 
children use drama and poetry to teach their com-
munities about the negative impact of child labour 
and other harmful practices and the importance of 
children staying in school and graduating. 
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PEACEFUL COMMUNI T IES

OUR FOCUS

Over 11 million children worldwide are refugees flee-
ing from conflict and disasters. Over half experience 
post-traumatic stress disorder and there are few options 
for dealing with their grief and trauma. Due to a lack of 
teachers and suitable classrooms, one in every two chil-
dren are not in school. Worse yet, many adults during 
these conflicts seek to instill their prejudices and hate 
in these girls and boys in hope for a new generation to 
carry on the cycle of violence.

But children can rise above sorrow and hatred and learn 
to embrace their differences. They have a hidden resiliency 

and strength that can be brought forth even in the tough-
est conditions. We work with over 57,000 children in Jor-
dan, Lebanon and the Palestinian Territories living in with 
refugee camps and the communities that host them. 

We bring these girls and boys together through sports, 
art and hands-on education where they learn to respect 
one another and collaborate. We create spaces where 
children can deal with their feelings safely and help them 
to heal from the losses of war and displacement. And we 
call them back to hope by helping them attend and stay 
in school, where they can strive for a brighter future.

In the Palestinian Territo-
ries, these primary school 
children play games to 
learn communication, 
conflict resolution and 
acceptance skills.

Photo by Louise Wateridge

IN THE MIDDLE EAST, CHILDREN IN RIGHT TO PLAY PROGRAMS 
ARE 3X MORE LIKELY TO SAY  THEY  KNOW HOW TO AVOID CONFLICT 

THAN CHILDREN WHO ARE NOT IN R IGHT TO PLAY PROGRAMS
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IN TANZANIA, 
AS A RESULT OF RIGHT 
TO PLAY PROGRAMS, 
GIRLS SAY ING  T HAT 

T HE Y  HAVE  THE 
CONF IDENCE   TO SAY 

NO TO UNWAN T ED 
SEX INCREASED FROM 
13% TO 59% 

IN 18 MONTHS

IN JORDAN, 90% O F CH ILDREN  
IN RIGHT TO PLAY PROGRAMS SAY 
THAT  THEY  ARE  ENGAGED  I N  THE 
CLASSROOM  VS 57% OF  CH I L DREN 

NOT  I N  R I GHT  TO  PLAY PROGRAMS

IN THAILAND, 60% OF CH I LDREN IN REFUGEE CAMPS WITH RIGHT 
TO PLAY PROGRAMS, SAY THEY KNOW HOW TO RESPOND PEACEFULLY 
TO CONFLICT VS 37% OF CHILDREN NOT IN RIGHT TO PLAY PROGRAMS

92% OF CHILDREN IN RIGHT TO PLAY 
PROGRAMS IN  UGANDA KNOW HOW TO 
PREVENT HIV VS 42% OF OTHER CHILDREN

A young girl in Ethiopia plays with a shirt ball.

Photo by Louise Wateridge
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IN LEBANON, at a primary school, 

children practice their numeracy 
skills. Teachers use games like this 

one to enhance learning.
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OUR IMPACTSETTING THE STANDARD FOR 
CHILD SAFEGUARDING &
GENDER EQUALITY
With support from our partners at Capgemini Consult-
ing, we updated our Child Safeguarding and our Gender 
Equality Policies. By integrating new and critical infor-
mation into each, we have strengthened our approach 
to both, as the new policies reinforce our commitment to 
keep the children in our programs safe and to promote 
gender equality in our organization worldwide.

MILLION-DOLLAR FUNDING FOR GIRLS
We were part of an NGO coalition lobbying to priori-
tize girls’ education. In 2018 as a direct result of our 
advocacy, the G7 and World Bank have committed 
to giving CAD $3.8 billion to programs supporting 
vulnerable girls around the world, so that they can 
receive a quality education.

KEEPING CHILDREN SAFE IN MALI
We continued our partnership with the Government 
of Canada to create programming focused on child 
protection in Mali. Here, children face challenges like 
accessing education due to child labour and child 
marriage, as well as female genital mutilation and 
child begging.  Currently reaching 72,000 children, 
Right To Play-trained teachers and coaches work to 
empower the children and leaders in the communi-
ties through education. 

EDUCATING MORE GIRLS IN AFRICA
With CAD $19.5M in funding over five years from the 
Government of Canada, we are strengthening our 
focus on quality education for girls in Ghana, Mo-
zambique and Rwanda. Using our gender-responsive 
play-based  learning approach to  remove  barriers to 
education and build teacher capacity, we’re improving 
learning outcomes in 220,000 primary school children, 
50 per cent girls; 3,200+ teachers and 750,000 com-
munity members.

HELPING END VIOLENCE IN PAKISTAN
Through our partnership with the Medical Research 
Council, we supported 8,000 girls and boys who are 
confronting gender-based violence in Pakistan. These 
children learned how to challenge physical and emotion-
al abuse, inequality and toxic ideas about gender—all to 
change the treatment of women and girls in society. 

In Canada, children and youth in our Promoting Life 
Skills for Aboriginal Youth (PLAY) program (100 per 

cent funded by Canadian donors), build their leader-
ship and confidence skills through games.

 Photo by James MacDonald
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LED BY RAMATA, A GROUP OF BRAVE MALIAN SCHOOL GIRLS ARE USING THEATRE 
SKITS TO HELP THEM SAY YES TO SCHOOL AND NO TO CHILD MARRIAGE. 

A group of Malian children stand huddled around the body of a young friend. She has just died in childbirth. 
It wasn’t so long ago that she was a baby herself and now her life is over, the sad finale of a destructive 
childhood marriage.

OUR IMPACT

UPR ISER 
14-YEAR-OLD  RAMATA

The scene isn’t real. But for many children across Mali, 
it is a reality. And now, a band of bold Malian youth is 
speaking up for children’s rights and protection through 
live theatrical performances like this one.

This drama is the brainchild of the members of a 
Right To Play school club focused on child protec-
tion, educating participants on their rights and how 
to claim them. One of the group’s leaders, Ramata 
speaks of a classmate married at 14: “Her husband is 
much older than her, so I worry about her.” But years 
of entrenched tradition and desperate livelihoods 
have created a world where the young are expected 
to become tools for others.

Those days can end, says Ramata. “Now girls can 
refuse to get married,” she explains. “We’ve learned 
how to advise each other not to accept these mar-
riage plans.”

The confidence to say “no” to tradition is just one of the 
crucial skills taught in the club. Members have learned to 
express themselves and portray complex social issues 
which resonate with their communities, especially their 
parents. Rights education has increased their under-
standing of injustice and their conviction to tear it down. 
Team-building activities have helped solidify their power 
to move change by taking action together. “I’m no longer 
shy in front of crowds,” adds Ramata. “It’s easy to work 
as a team, speaking out together with one strong voice.”

The group’s performances are hitting home, sensitizing 
spectators to the issues around child marriage and the 
value of education. “We use these plays to enlighten 
our parents about topics that are difficult to discuss at 
home,” says Ramata. As the child marriage play ends, 
the dead girl rises to emotional applause, mirroring the 
uprising of these young champions as they strive to 
carve a new reality.

Photo by Fred Hirwa
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OUR LOCATIONSNATIONAL 
CANADA
18 King Street East, 14th Floor, Toronto, Ontario, M5C 1C4 
+ 1 416 203 0190;  www.righttoplay.ca
GERMANY
Zenettistr. 34, 80337 München 
+ 49 (0)89 2170 4909-0; www.righttoplay.de
NORWAY
Idrettens Hus, Ullevaal Stadion, 
Sognsveien 75J, N-0855 Oslo
+ 47 48 13 46 81; www.righttoplay.no
SWITZERLAND
Seefeldstrasse 162, CH-8008 Zurich 
+41 44 552 04 88; www.righttoplay.ch 
THE NETHERLANDS
Koningin Wilhelminaplein 8 1062 HK, Amsterdam 
+ 31 20 225 2731; www.righttoplay.nl
UNITED KINGDOM
The Foundry, 17-19 Oval Way, London SE11 5RR
+ 44 (0) 203 752 5640; www.righttoplay.org.uk 
UNITED STATES
134 West 26th Street, Suite 404, New York, NY 10001 
+ 1 646 649 8280; www.righttoplayusa.org 

COUNTRY OFFICES 
BURUNDI
Avenue Makamba, Plot Number: 6, Bujumbura
+257 22 27 36 27
ETHIOPIA
Churchill Road, Addis Ababa
+251114670002
GHANA
24 Sunflower, East Legon, Accra
+233 0307 038 353
JORDAN
Mohammad Abdullah Sadeq Street, Villa No. 11B, Al Rabiah, Amman
+ 962 (06) 556 1328
LEBANON
Street# 901, Area# 48, Dekwaneh, Metn
961 1 684183, + 961 1 684332
MALI
6th Street, left West, Monument Bougieba, Hamdallaye ACI 2000, Bamako
00 223 20 21 10 24
MOZAMBIQUE
Av. Ho Chi Min No. 230, Bairro Central-Maputo, Maputo
 +258 823042021
PAKISTAN
85 East, 2nd Floor, Kamran Center, Jinnah Ave, Islamabad
0092 51 2150246-47
PALESTINIAN TERRITORIES
Wadeaa Shatara St., Ramallah
00970-22975733
RWANDA
KN 16 AVE, 17 Kiyovu, Kigali
+250 252 583 310
TANZANIA
Plot 446, Regent Estate, Mikocheni, Dar es Salaam
+255 (0) 22 2774161
THAILAND
2533 Sukhumvit Road, Bangchak, Prakhanong, Bangkok 10260
+66 (0) 2 740 3520-22
UGANDA
Plot 78 Old Kira Road, Bukoto, KampalaNA
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In China, a group of children play numeracy 
games at school. Excelling at mathematics 

builds their confidence their self-esteem 
and their love of learning.

Photo courtesy of Right To Play China
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AMBASSADORS

OUR SUPPORTERS
A
Nathan Adrian, Swimming, United States
Chemmy Alcott, Alpine Skiing, United Kingdom 

B
Bismack Biyombo, Basketball, United States
Bonnie Blair, Speed Skating, United States
Pat Burgener, Snowboard, Switzerland

C
Mark Cavendish, Cycling-Track & Road, United Kingdom
Joey Cheek, Speed Skating, United States
Elise Christie, Speed Skating, United Kingdom 
Dario Cologna, Cross-Country Skiing, Switzerland
Crista Cullen, Hockey, United Kingdom 

D
Sasha DiGiulian, Rock Climbing, United States
Uschi Disl, Biathlon, Germany

F
Perdita Felicien, Track & Field, Canada
Allyson Felix, Track & Field, United States
Ingvild Flugstad Østberg, Cross-country, Norway
Severin Freund, Ski Jumping, Germany
Tanja Frieden, Snowboard Cross, Switzerland
Akwasi  Frimpong, Skeleton, The Netherlands
Roger Furrer, Golf, Switzerland

H
Rondae Hollis-Jefferson, Basketball, United States
Nico Hülkenberg, Formula 1 Driver, Germany
Kaillie Humphries, Bobsleigh, Canada
Zach Hyman, Ice Hockey, Canada

I
Henrik Ingebrigtsen, Athletics, Norway

J
Kjetil Jansrud, Alpin, Norway
Travis Jayner, Speed Skating, United States
Therese Johaug, Cross-country, Norway

K
Chris Kreider, Ice Hockey, United States
Petra Kvitova, Tennis, Canada

L
Carlos Lima, Handball, Switzerland
Aksel Lund Svindal, Alpin, Norway

M
Rosie MacLennan, Trampoline, Canada
Zahra Mahmoodi, Soccer, Canada
Churandy Martina, Athletics, The Netherlands
Andreas Mikkelsen, Rally, Norway
Fatima Moreira de Melo, Hockey, The Netherlands

N
Laviai Nielsen, Athletics, United Kingdom 
Darnell Nurse, Ice Hockey, Canada

O
Caroline Oullette, Ice Hockey, Canada

P
Suzann Pettersen, Golf, Norway

R
Derek Redmond, Athletics, United Kingdom 
Nathan Redmond, Football, United Kingdom 
Bernhard Russi, Ski, Switzerland
Greg Rutherford, Athletics, United Kingdom

S
Summer Sanders, Swimming, United States
Jazmin Sawyers, Athletics, United Kingdom 
Anna Schaffelhuber, Para Alpine Skiing, Germany 
Manuela Schär, Paralympian Wheelchair Athlete, 
Switzerland
Lauritz Schoof, Rowing, Germany
Alex & Maia Shibutani, Ice Dancing, United States
Pascal Siakam, Basketball, Canada
Birgit Skarstein, Rowing, Cross-country, Norway
Fanny Smith, Skicross, Switzerland
Lauren Stam, Hockey, The Netherlands

T
Johannes Thingnes Bø, Biathlon, Norway
Mike Tindall, Rugby, United Kingdom 

V
Anouk Vetter, Athletics, The Netherlands

W
Andreas Wenzel, Ski, Switzerland
Hayley Wickenheiser, Ice Hockey, Canada
Erica Wiebe, Wrestling, Canada

Z
Mats Zuccarello, Ice hockey, Norway

THANK YOU TO ALL THE AMBASSADORS WHO ACTIVELY 
USED THEIR INFLUENCE TO AMPLIFY OUR WORK IN 2018.

 Swiss snowboarder and 
Right To Play Ambassa-
dor, Pat Burgener sings 
and plays his guitar for 

a group of children in 
Lebanon. Singing and 

creative play enhances 
the children’s self-ex-

pression, confidence and 
leadership skills.

 Photo by WABS, 
Etienne Claret



O U R  G L O B A L  L E A D E R S H I P  C O U N C I L
THIS NETWORK OF INTERNATIONAL LEADERS IS COMMITTED TO SUPPORTING OUR WORK. WE 

THANK OUR FOUNDING MEMBERS FOR THEIR LEADERSHIP.
Paul Edgerley

Rainer-Marc & Tatjana Frey 

Mark Hantho 

Deborah & John Harris 

Ragnar Horn 

Meridee Moore 

Dwight Poler 

Heather M. Reisman & Gerald W. Schwartz 

Michael Siefke 

Ariel Somes 

Lawrence M. Tanenbaum, O.C.

Dag Skattum

Paal K. Weberg 

Florian Wendelstadt 

Urs & Gabriela Wietlisbach 

O U R  D O N O R S
THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO DONATED $25,000 OR MORE IN 2018:

Gaby Abdelnour

Altitude Sports

Anonymous (6)

ASICS Europe B.V 

Bain Capital Community Partnership

Baskits

Hilary Bates & Jerome Simon

Bauer Hockey

Baur Immobilien AG

Willa & Robert Baynard

Marcia Bellows & Allan Brilliant

Bidermann Hans + Brigitte

Bidermann Martin + Barbara

Bisang Martin + Staub Bisang Mirjam

Bjerke High School

Boitel Etienne + Frölicher Boitel Susann

Brandal Martinus

Delaney Brown

CIBC

CIBC Children’s Foundation

Cirque du Soleil

City Football Foundation 

City of Toronto

Clear Channel Schweiz AG

Karen & Greg Conway

Jays Care Foundation

John & Deborah Harris Family Foundation

Jeuch-Bidermann Patrik + Claudia

Keller Barbara

Jörg Kirchner

Kleven Morten + Skauan Kleven Kristin

Knorr-Bremse Global Care e.V.

KPMG Foundation

Kristian Gerhard Jebsen Foundation

LDS Charities

Leacross Foundation

Le Champion

Lenczner Slaght

LesLois Shaw Foundation

Lorenskog High School

Loyens & Loeff

Lynne Erik

MacLellan Family Fund

MasterBUILT Hotels 

Linda & Andy McClane

Leslie McCormack Gathy & Gerard Gathy

Microsoft

Migros-Unterstützungsfonds

Elizabeth & Kayhan Mirza

MLSE Foundation

Marcia Moffat & Mark Wiseman

Meridee Moore & Kevin King

Nahmani Grunder & Cie AG

National Bank 

National Post

Nationale Postcode Loterij

Ness Risan & Partners

Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Merilee and Mehrdad Noorani

Fred. Olsen jnr

Osler, Hoskin & Harcourt LLP

Oxford Properties Group

Corporate Cup

Crown vs. Defence Annual Charity Hockey Event

Bill & Teri Currie

Mark Dalton

Dentons Canada LLP

Deutsche Bank Americas Foundation

DKSH Group

Dream

ECN Capital Corporation

Sandy & Paul Edgerley

EllisDon Corporation

Hassan Elmasry & Rasha Mansouri Elmasry

Erbengemeinschaft Dorry Keller-Bodmer

ESPN, Inc.

Fasken

FIFA - Football for Hope

FIS – International Ski Federation

Fondation Famille Vachon

Fondation Smartpeace

Foundation Kids in Motion

Fondation Lombard Odier

FPW Capital GmbH

Frankfort & Sons

Franz Christoph Dr. + Schaal Isabelle 

PepsiCo Canada Foundation

Persbraaten High School

Peter Gilgan Foundation

PointNorth Capital

Dwight Poler

Power Corporation of Canada

Promedica Stiftung, Chur

Public Health Agency of Canada

Puma SE

Rahn+Bodmer Co.

RBC

RBC Capital Markets

Richardson GMP Limited

Right To Play Friends Valais

Rogers Communications Inc.

RP Investment Advisors LP

Ana & Julian Salisbury

Santander Bank

Schieferstein Heinrich Dr.

Dennis Schulze

Scotiabank

Michael Siefke

Byggmakker Skattum

Dag and Julie Skattum

George So & Janet Chong

Ariel Somes

Specsavers

Anton Sport

Stiftung Drittes Millennium

Ström Ola

Sun Life Financial

Suncor Energy Foundation

Swisslos-Fonds Kanton Aargau

Kat Taylor & Tom Steyer

TD Securities

Téléverbier SA

The Ameropa Foundation

The Carson Family Charitable Trust

The Estate of Susan Elaine Grange

Frey Charitable Foundation

Georg Fritzmeier

Fundaziun Uccelin

Marie & Christian Gardner

Jim Garman

Lynette & Bob Gay

Georg + Bertha Schwyzer-Winkel Stiftung

Jamie Gertz & Tony Ressler

Gluskin Sheff + Associates Inc.

Goldcorp Inc.

Great-West Life, London Life and Canada Life

Monica & Mark Hantho

Heinefilm Kinowerbung GmbH & Co. KG

Simon and Tracey Holden

Ragnar and Joey Horn

Howell Karin + Lonnie

Nic Humphries

IAMGOLD

Independent Franchise Partners, LLP

Indigenous Services Canada

Infront Sports + Media AG

Intact Insurance

Isle of Man Government

The Glades Foundation

The Government of British Columbia

The Government of Canada

The Government of Ontario

The Harold E. Ballard Foundation

The Lawrence and Judith Tanenbaum Family 

Foundation

The Learning Enrichment Foundation

The McCance Family Foundation

The Nixon Charitable Foundation

The RBC Foundation

The Rolex Institute

The Roman Catholic Archdiocese of New York

The Rossy Family Foundation

The Sawiris Foundation

The Slaight Family Foundation

The Stars Group

The Winnipeg Foundation

Toronto Sport & Social Group 

Torys LLP

TransUnion

Eric Tripp & Maria Smith

UBS Optimus Foundation 

UK Department for International Development 

Penny & Jeff Vinik

Bill and Wendy Volk Family Foundation

Walter Haefner Stiftung 

Wells Fargo Securities

Wietlisbach Foundation

Wilhelm Wilhelmsen

Xiaomi

Yury Shmuylovich

zCapital AG

ZSC Lions

L
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OUR SUPPORTERS

 In Lebanon, children learn about gender equality by playing team sports.

Photo by Louise Wateridge
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OUR SUPPORTERS

OUR  BOARDS 
INTERNATIONAL BOARD  
OF DIRECTORS 

Rob MacLellan, Chair
Gaby Abdelnour 
Karen Conway
Amadou Gallo Fall 
Wilco Jiskoot 
Mark Jung 
Barbara Keller 
Johann Olav Koss 
Kate McGilvray 
Susan McIsaac
Mehrdad Noorani 
Melinda Rogers 
Meera Sanyal 
Dag Skattum 
Matt Tedford
Cream Wright

CANADA  

Ralph Lean, Chair
Laura Adams
Raksha Bhayana
John Bitove
Gordon Bogden
Jon Dellandrea
Andrew Edgell
David Fleck
Loren Francis
Craig Hurl
Jennifer Lee Koss
Rosie MacLennan
Janet Nixon
Roy Rana
Sean St. John
Tim Stinson
Larry Tanenbaum
Sandra Taube-Godard
Garrick Tiplady

GERMANY 

Dr. Michael Siefke, Chair
Georg Fritzmeier
Luisa Fritzmeier
Nick Hartmann
Dr. Jörg Kirchner
Fatim Kissa-Diekmann
Lesley Kyd-Rebenburg
Jessica Libbertz
Nicole Moran
Florian Weischer
Florian Wendelstadt

NORWAY 

Ted Skattum, Chair
Berly Lund Grønning   
Åse Kleveland
Kristin Skauan Kleven

Johann Olav Koss
Jan Kvalheim
Denise Ringnes
Glenn Solberg
Roger Solheim
Nils H. Thommessen

SWITZERLAND 

Martin Bidermann, Chair
Peter Ackermann
Eric Balet
Thomas Bull-Larsen
Dr. Thomas Hammer
Karin Howell
Barbara Keller
Tom Kessler
Sonja Ringdal
Bernhard Russi
Dr. iur. Carol Schmied-Syz 

THE NETHERLANDS 

Wilco Jiskoot, Chair
Hanne Jesca Bax
Roderik Bolle
Pamela Boumeester
Floris Evers
Frank Majoor
Joost Otterloo
Aki Temisevä
Hermine Voûte

UNITED KINGDOM 

Simon Holden, Chair
Chemmy Alcott
Delaney Brown 
Maria Driano
Jim Garman 
Leslie McCormack Gathy 
Olivier Gers
Marijana Kolak
Hannah Nunn
Kjartan Rist
Aki Temiseva

UNITED STATES  

Mark Hantho, Chair
Robert Baynard 
Karen Conway 
Philip de Picciotto 
Allyson Felix
Kevin Genirs
Johann Olav Koss 
Peter Land
Robert Lewin
Meridee Moore 
Summer Sanders 
Lance Taylor
Gary Zenkel

In Thailand’s Umphang Refugee Camp, teach-
ers use group time like this one, to encourage 

the children to speak freely and openly. This 
builds their self-esteem and confidence, while 

creating acceptance and understanding.

Photo by James MacDonald
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but through Right To Play’s Sports and Humanitarian 
Assistance program Bilal offers classes to any child, 
regardless of their ethnicity, religion or wealth. The 
program enables children to come together, learn to 
embrace their differences and cooperate with one an-
other. It helped Said heal and fuelled him to see football 
as a tool to unite the community’s children and teach 
them self-discipline. 

Now a coach, Said passes on the knowledge he learned 
from Bilal to the 30-plus children who attend his 
coaching sessions each week. His team is respectful 
and focused. The pitch, a safe space for their grow-
ing friendships and achievements. Through football, 
they’re bringing peace and hope.  

Every Saturday morning on a sand pitch overlooked 
by bullet-ridden apartments, children can be seen 
helping each other pull on their boots for football 
practice. Like many of the settlements in Lebanon, 
Al Quobbeh is home to displaced Palestinian, Syri-
an and Lebanese families whose lives jostle uneasily 
with one another. Life is violent, precarious and des-
titute, but amongst it there is dignity and hope. 

Said, a 17-year-old refugee found inspiration through 
his Right To Play-trained football coach, Bilal. The bond 
between the two began when Said joined Bilal’s foot-
ball program six years ago. 

In Lebanon, coaches are scarce and sessions costly, 

U P R I S E R 
1 7 - Y E A R - O L D  S A I D

OUR IMPACT

SAID IS A REFUGEE HELPING CREATE A SAFE SPACE FOR OTHER CHILDREN 
LIVING IN LEBANON.

 Photo by Louise Wateridge
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 2018 2017
Assets $ $ 
Current assets 
   Cash  2 4, 795,217     21, 393, 529
   Contributions receivable  2,424,175   5,407, 805
   Harmonized Sales Tax receivable  2 0 6 , 2 8 5  178,1 5 2
   Prepaid and other expenses  653,415  1,029,787 
 28,079,092   2 8,009,273 
Capital assets  1 ,1 9 0 , 8 3 6   3 6 7 ,3 3 2
 29, 2 6 9,928  2 8,376,6 0 5

Liabilities
Current liabilities
   Accounts payable and accrued liabilities  3,301,760  3,4 3 3 , 3 8 0
   Deferred contributions  15,7 5 4 , 1 3 9   1 5,681,918
   Deferred lease inducement  3 3,1 3 3  33,1 3 3 
 19, 089, 0 3 2   1 9,158,431
Long-term
   Deferred lease inducement  2 4 2 , 9 7 9   276,113
   Deferred capital contributions  1 , 0 3 2 , 5 0 4   513,095
 20,364,515  1 9,947,639

Net assets
Invested in capital assets  7 7 9, 0 7 3   1 7 2 , 7 2 6
Internally restricted net assets  4,1 5 5 , 782  4,025,387
Unrestricted 3,970, 558  4,230,853
 8,905, 413  8,428,966
 29, 2 6 9 , 928  2 8,376,605

Revenue   
   Restricted - programs  33, 059,755  3 5,146,458
   Restricted - other  3,363, 015  3,354,733
   Unrestricted  15,8 4 4 , 506  1 3,896,409
Total revenue  52,2 67, 276  52,397,600

Expenses
  Program expenses
    International programs  35,8 0 5 , 508  3 7,375,268  
    International program development and management  3,120, 546  3,499,607
    Development education  1, 7 6 4 , 824   1,785,783
    Institutional partnerships, monitoring and evaluation  1,9 3 0 , 565  1,871,858
    Policy and advocacy  134, 450  166,568
  Total program expenses  42,755, 893  4 4,699,084 

  Non-program expenses
    Administrative  1 ,8 9 5 , 403  1,629,890
    Fundraising  7,139, 533  5,799,256
  Total non-program expenses  9,0 3 4 , 936  7,429,146
Total expenses  51 , 7 9 0 , 829  5 2,128,230
Excess of revenue over expenses  476, 447  269,370

TO SEE A FULL AUDITED REPORT OF OUR  
2018 FINANCIALS VISIT RIGHTTOPLAY.COM

SUMMARY  OF CONSOL IDATED  STATEMENT OF 
FINANCIAL POSITIONS AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2018 

OUR FINANCIALS

 In Rwanda, outside a primary school, children learn about dis-
ease and how to protect their bodies by playing tag-like games.

Photo by Michael Rajzman
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